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22 November 2018

Major General C Stickland OBE RM
Operation Commander, European Union Naval Force
EU OHQ Northwood
Northwood HQ
Middlesex
HA63HP

Dear Major General Stickland,
Tenth Anniversary of the European Union Naval Force
As the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization, I am deeply conscious of
the debt owed by the merchant shipping community to the European Union Naval Force (EU
NAVFOR) since its launch on 8 December 2008.

Working alongside your partners in NATO, the Combined Maritime Force and navies operating
under national mandates, EU NAVFOR has been at the forefront of a very successful
programme of civil-military cooperation that has led to the effective containment of Somaliabased piracy.

Back in 2008, the global maritime community was impressed by the swift transition from the
concept of EU NAVFOR to its effective operation. This energetic and innovative approach
became the hallmark of EU NAVFOR and contributed significantly to a range of effective
measures including the establishment of the Maritime Security Centre - Horn of Africa
(MSCHOA), the Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC), the group transit
system, Best Management Practices (BMP), "encouraging" compliance with BMP, and active
missions to suppress piracy action groups in the Gulf of Aden, Somali Basin and ashore.
I would also salute the efforts made by EU NAVFOR to support maritime capacity building and
maritime law enforcement in developing countries. Civil-military cooperation is vital in ensuring
sustainable development.
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Although we can both look back on the last ten years as a source of considerable pride in a job
well done, we must also look forward to addressing the future. I hope that your invaluable
contribution to maritime security and capacity building will continue for years to come, and I look
forward to our continued collaboration.

It just remains for me to wish EU NAVFOR a very happy tenth birthday and thank all personnel,
past and present for their service to the maritime community.

Yours sincerely,

Secretary-General
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December 07s.,2018

Major General C Sticktand OBE
Operation Commander
EUNAVFOR
EU OHQ Northwood
Northwood HQ
Middlesex
HA6 3HP
United Kingdom
Gopy to:

His Excellency Mr. Giovanni DiGirolamo

Ambassador
Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Madagascar

Antananarivo
Madagascar

Subject: Congratulatlon letter in the context of the EUNAVFOR tenth annivensary
Dear General,
On behalf of the Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre (RMIFC), I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate
you and the EU NAVFOR on the 10h anniversary of EU Navai Force ôperation Atatanta.
itre operâtion haé proven
to be tremendously successful in combating piracy, while also providing much ngeded support to the region.

The phenomenon of F[acy has had a considerable and negative impact on the Westem Indian Ocean, resulting in
reduced trade and tourism, and increased cost of vital shipping. Espùally island-states, so dependeht on the regùlar
and predic{able arrival of ships, suffered from the rise in piracy.'Eu NÂVFOR, togetÀer wit'n its partners and the
regional states, managed to significantly reduce the number of incidents, to the point-where no shipè or hostages
are
being held. I congratulate you for this achievement.
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so, we are
!n mgre recent years, the region has made big steps in
hopeful to be able to fully ensure our own secuiity in the
initiative in
this, but it is a process that is made much easier with the
the same
experience. In this, the RMIFC has benefited from the expertise and experience of your Maritime Sea.rrity Centre
Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) and of your staff.

The RMIFC looks fonruard to continue and to strengthen our pailnership in the future, with joint exercises, close
collaboration to identify and address maritime crime, ând to ensure the freedom of navigation iâ tne region. For now,
once again, my congratulations on the lobanniversary of EU NAVFoR Atalanta.

Captain (Navy) Randrianantenaina
Head of the RMIFC

THE VICE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
STATE HOUSE, VICTORIA, MAHE
REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES

Victoria, 8th December 2018

Dear Ms. Mogherini,

Subject: IOC commends EUNAVFOR Atalanta 10 year's contribution to Maritime Security in
the Western lndian Ocean Region
Facing the rising maritime perils in the Western lndian Ocean since the early 2000s, including
piracy off the coast of Somalia, the EUNAVFOR Atalanta miision has shown a positive impact

in curbing down maritime piracy and securing the Western lndian Ocean as a major trade
route of international interest and the development of Blue Economy for the benefit of the
region.

ln this regard, and to mark the ten years of action of the EUNAVFOR Atalanta mission in our
region, I wish to express on behalf of the lndian Ocean Commission (lOC) and its Member

States our gratitude and satisfaction with the extension of the mandate of the European
mission for two more years.

As confirmed by the 21st plenary session of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of
Somalia, the risks of piracy remain and maritime crimes constitute a major challenge for
maritime security and safety in this region. May I stress on the concern shared by our Member

States about the economic, social and environmental impact of other maritime crimes and
threats as evidenced by the Ministerial Conference on Maritime Security in the Western lndian
Ocean organised by the IOC in April 2018 in Mauritius.
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ln this context, it seems essential to us that the European Union, as a major and strategic
partner, and the lnternational Community continue their support for strengthening the regional

maritime security architecture. As you know, the lOC, through the EU-funded MASE
Programme, is putting in place a Regional Surveillance and Control Mechanism for the
Western lndian Ocean. ln this regard, Comoros, Djibouti, France, Kenya, Madagascar,
Mauritius and Seychelles have signed two Agreements for the exchange of maritime
information and the coordination of operations at sea with dedicated Regional Centres
respectively in Madagascar and in Seychelles. lt is our sincere hope that the IOC and
EUNAVFOR Atalanta collaboration will be further strengthened. The lessons, experience and

tools developed within the EUNAVFOR Atalanta mission can be fed into the Regional
Surveillance and Control Mechanism developed by the IOC with a view to ensure sustainable
suppression of maritime crimes for the interest of the region as well as that of the lnternational
Community. This would then lay a solid foundation for an exit strategy from the very costly
Atalanta mission over the next years.

I

reiterate our thanks for your contribution to peace, stability and maritime security in this region

for the benefit of all.

Yours sincerely,

K

Vincent Meriton

Ms. Federica Mogherini
High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

Members of the lndian Ocean Commission Council
EU NAVFOR
EU Delegation, Mauritius
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